
1920s PowerPoint 
The 1920s, commonly referred to as the Roaring 20s, is iconic for the change it brought about 
in American History. Below are several different aspects that make up the 1920s.  
You will be selecting ONE topic (choose from either group) to do a bit of research on and 
create a PowerPoint about your chosen topic.  
 

TOPIC SELECTIONS: 
          

Group 1: Group 2: 
• Henry Ford and the Model T. The impact 

of the automobile on American society 
(include both Henry Ford’s factory and 
the making of the model T, as well as the 
impact of the automobile on Am. Society) 
 

• 1920’s Inventions (labor saving devices 
and new consumer products that came 
out for the first time) 
 

• The advertising industry of the 1920’s 
(show how advertising became a multi-
million-dollar business in the 1920’s. 
What strategies were used to get people 
to buy items?) 
 

• Scopes Monkey Trial (Butler Act, ACLU, 
Evolution vs. Creationism: how does this 
topic reflect a clash in rural and urban 
America and science vs. religion) 
 

• Prohibition and the rise of organized 
crime in the 1920’s (look closely at how 
prohibition came about, speakeasies, 
organized crime, Al Capone, St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre) 

 

• Men’s and Women’s fashion of the 
1920’s compared to the late 1800’s (be 
sure to compare the two time periods) 
 

• Movies (transforming from silent film to 
talkies, actors and actresses of the 
1920’s) 

 
• Sports legends/Heroes of the 1920’s.  

(baseball, football, tennis, golf, 
          swimming, boxing, aviation) Explain the    
          role of sports on society in the 1920s    
          and then look closely at some of these   
          heroes). 
 

• Art and artists of the 1920’s (show how 
this differed from the decades before 
the 1920’s) 

 
• Poets and writers of the 1920’s 

(Langston Hughes, Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, Countee Cullen, Zora Neale 
Hurston, H.L. Mencken, the Lost 
Generation- Fitzgerald, Hemmingway) 
performing artists such as Paul Robeson 
 

• Jazz Music and Musicians of the 1920’s 
(the origins of jazz, how it differed 
from previous music and some famous 
male and female jazz musicians) Can 
focus on the Harlem Renaissance. 

 
 



Your PowerPoint, on the chosen topic, should include the following: 
 

• Title/Name of Topic Chosen 
• Summary of Topic Chosen 
• Visual aids 
• Two Primary sources (song, poem, advertisement, painting, movie clip, etc.) Remember, a 

primary source is an original source created from that time period.  
o Be sure to explain what the primary sources are 

• How did your topic transform American society? 
 
For sources, you can use your textbook (pages 285-315) as well as the internet.  
This likely will be somewhere between 7-8 slides.  
 
 
This is a total of 30 Points. The rubric is as follows: 
 

• Title/Name of Topic Chosen: _____/5 
• Summary of Topic Chosen: ______/5 
• Visual Aids: _____/5 
• Two Primary Sources: _____/5 
• Explanation of Primary Sources: _____/5 
• How did it transform Am. Life: _____/5 

 
Total: _____30 
 
 


