BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC REFORM DBQ

DOCR

State Actions Affecting Working Conditions
1911 Recommendations of Illinois Commission on Occupational Disease (1909) result in Illinois
Occupational Disease Act (ventilation, sanitation, fumes, temperature)
1911 Wisconsin becomes first state to pass workman’s compensation legislation
1911 Wisconsin legislature limits hours of labor for women and children
1911-1915 Recommendations of New York State Factory Investigating Commission result in
dozens of new laws creating healthier and safer factory working conditions during New York’s
“golden era in remedial factory legislation”
1912 New York State Factory Investigating Commission requires automatic sprinklers for all
floors above seventh floor of buildings; broadens regulation and inspection of workplace safety
(fire escapes, safe gas jets, fireproof receptacles, escape routes, fire drills)
1912 Massachusetts passes first state minimum wage law
1913 Oregon law requires payment of overtime for workers in mills or factories (over ten hours a

day)

Question: Why did the Progressives seek to achieve better working conditions? Were they successful?
Construct a 5-6 sentence paragraph. Complete the SOAP method in the left-hand side of your notebook
BEFORE writing the paragraph. Remember, you may use your notes to help construct your paragraph.
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