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Cold War Study Guide 
 

Question      Answer 
1) What was the Red Scare? How did people deal 

with it? Who was affected by it? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2) Who is Joseph McCarthy? Why is he significant? 
 
 
 

 

3) What is the Space Race? What were some of the 
significant outcomes of it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4) Describe the Cuban Missile Crisis? How did it 
happen? What was the outcome? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

5) Describe some aspects of 1950s culture: the 
women, music, consumerism, baby boomers, 
etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
6) Why did a war start in Vietnam? What was 

Americans reaction to it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7) Describe the differences between NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact. 

 
 
 

 

 

8) How did the Korean War begin? What was the 
outcome of the war? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9) What was the HUAC? What was its goal? 
 
 
 
 

 

10) Why was the Bay of Pigs such a disaster for 
Kennedy? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

11)  What did George Kennan create? How did this 
influence U.S. foreign policy? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
12)  Explain the significance of Berlin and Germany in 

the fight to contain communism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13) Explain the differences between capitalism and 
communism How did this influence the Cold 
War? Why was the Cold war called the Cold 
War? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14)  Who were the Rosenberg’s? What happened to 
them? 

 
 
 

 
 

15)  Why was the nuclear arms race so frightening? 
How did Americans try and combat it? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

16)  What was the Marshall Plan? What was the 
Truman Doctrine? Why were they significant?  

 
 
 

 

17) What was the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. Why 
was it significant? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


