
D E F I N I N G  A M E R I C A

CREATING A NATION



YOU’VE GOT YOUR 
INDEPENDENCE…



ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



WHAT WERE THE ARTICLES?

• They combined the colonies of the 
American Revolutionary War into a 
loose confederation (independent 
states that are united for common 
purposes). 
•Americans were afraid of surrendering 

too much power to a central 
government (like Britain’s)



Congress has 
no power to 

tax

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



Congress has 
no power to 

enforce 
treaties

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



Every state, 
despite size, 
has one vote

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



Congress has 
no power to 

regulate 
commerce

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



No executive 
branch

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION

Where are we 
going?



No national 
courts

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



No national 
military

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION



Amendment 
requires 

unanimous 
vote of states

WEAKNESSES OF 
THE ARTICLES OF 
CONFEDERATION


