Literacy tests were used to keep people of color -- and sometimes poor whites --from voting.
They were administered at the discretion of the officials in charge of voter registration and if
the official wanted a person to pass, he could ask the easiest question on the test — for
example, "Who is the president of the United States?" The same official might require a black
person to answer every single question correctly, in an unrealistic amount of time, in order to pass.

The following test is examples of questions given to citizens in Alabama and Louisiana to prove they were of 5" grade
education level. Do what you are asked, nothing more, and nothing less. Be careful as one wrong answer denotes
failure of the test. You have 10 minutes to complete the test. Are you smarter than a 5" grader?

1. Which of the following is a right guaranteed by the Bill of Rights?
Public Education
Employment
Trial by Jury
Voting

2. If a person is indicted for a crime, name two rights which he has. &

3. A person appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court is appointed for a term of

4. A President elected at the general election in November takes office the following year on what date?

5. To serve as President of the United States, a person must have attained:
25 years of age
35 years of age
40 years of age
45 years of age

6. What words are required by law to be on all coins and paper currency of the U.S.?

7. The number of representatives which a state is entitled to have in the House of Representatives is based on

8. Communism is the type of government in:
u.s.
Russia
England

9. Draw a line around the number or letter of this sentence.

10. Draw a line under the last word in this line.

11. Cross out the longest word in this line.

12. Draw a line around the shortest word in this line.

13. Circle the first, first letter of the alphabet in this line.

14. In the space below draw three circles, one inéide of the other.

15. Draw a line through the letter below that comes earliest in the alphabet.
zvsbdgmkytphec

16. Draw a line through the letters below that come last in the alphabet.
zvsbdgmkytphx



17. In the first circle below write the last letter of the first word beginning with “L”.

19. In the space below write the word noise backwards and place a dot over what would be its second letter
should it have been written forward:

20. Give your age in days:




