
Origins of Civil Rights



Reconstruction

� 13th amendment (1865)-legally ended 
slavery

� 14th amendment (1868)- Gave African 
American Citizenship

� 15th amendment (1870)- Gave African 
American men the right to vote



Reconstruction

� African Americans were elected into 
government after these amendments 
were ratified



Reconstruction

� Compromise of 
1877-federal troops 
removed from the 
South

� Military gone, South 
created Jim Crow 
laws: prevented black 
from achieving 
equality



Jim Crow Laws

� Homer Plessy 
challenges Jim Crow 
laws

� Plessy v Ferguson 
(1896): separate but 
equal constitutional

� Segregation: the 
enforced separation of 
different racial groups 
in a county, community 
or establishment



Jim Crow Laws



Push for Desegregation

� NAACP: National 
Association for the 
Advancement of 
Colored People

� Thurgood Marshall 
(defense attorney) led 
NAACP

� Segregation in schools 
big issue, many cases, 
Supreme Court 
combined them



Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

� Linda Brown forced to go to all black 
school miles away

� Parents sue Topeka school board with 
help of NAACP

� Supreme Court rules segregation in 
public schools was unconstitutional 



Crisis in Little Rock 

� School Board in Little Rock, Arkansas 
won a court order to admit black 
students into an all white high school, 
Central High School

� Orval Faubus, governor of AR, refused to 
let the nine students in, sends National 
guard 



Crisis in Little Rock
� Eisenhower forced to send in soldiers 

from 101stAirborne to students could go 
to school

� Would be with them for the entire year



Push for Desegregation

� 1942- James Farmer 
and George Houser 
found CORE-Congress 
of Racial Equality

� Protested segregation 
in restaurants by using 
sit-ins

� When denied service, 
refused to leave

� Peaceful 



The Montgomery Bus Boycott

� On Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa Parks was arrested 
for refusing to move to a colored section 
of the bus

� Women’s Political Counsel called for 
boycott of the buses

� MLK elected to lead Montgomery 
Improvement Association, which 
negotiated with city leaders to end 
segregation



The Montgomery Bus Boycott

� Lasted for over a 
year

� Instead of riding the 
bus, people car 
pooled or walked to 
work

� Remained peaceful 
and avoided violence



Martin Luther King, Jr. 
� PhD in theology 

from Boston 
University

� Believed only moral 
way to end 
segregation was non-
violence

� Encouraged people 
to disobey unjust 
laws

� Public opinion would 
end segregation



Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC)

� Led by King, 
churches played a 
huge role in 
movement

� SCLC set out to 
eliminate segregation, 
encourage blacks to 
vote

� Fought for equal 
rights through 
gradual change



Emmet Till 



Emmett Till

� Killed for simply 
whistling at a white 
girl on August 28, 
1955

� All white jury 
acquitted the killers, 
Roy Bryant and J.W. 
Milam


